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¢  Free distribution

The school library ... Helped Raise Knowledge

and Academic Levels of Students

Prepared by: Mortada Khaled Omarah

When we were school students, the school library was

an integral part of the educational process in schools. It
helped raise awareness of the students in the various fields
of knowledge through various books and magazines that
also led to Arabic and English languages proficiency. The
students used to contribute through the weekly subscription
to the provision of books and publications. The absence
of the school library, now, has negatively reflected on the
skills of the students with a decline in the level of Arabic
and English languages, especially the Arabic literature
and poetry and their singing and theatrical skills amid an
increased interest in the social media.

The following are interviews with a number of citizens
about the role and importance of the school library:

Ustaza/ Najla Fadl Al-Seed stressed the importance of the
school library, which she said used to be available in all the
schools and used to be fed with books contributed by the
students under the supervision of a teacher and the students
used to highlight summaries of all the books they read,
noting: “That was the beautiful time.”

Mohammed Sulaiman, a graduate of Shendi University,
said: “I studied at Al-Mak Nimir Intermediate School,
which is now the Secondary School Administration. The
class of library was nice and useful and we used to race
to the library to take advantage of the time allotted for
reading, and because I was blind I was keen to hear my
classmates reading the novels. I used to love to hear the
novels and the poetry of Ahmed Shawki being read to me.”

Fatima (p¥! 8L ) “We were so distinguished and writing
letters with no help in the school, thanks to the books and
magazines available in the school library, as well as the
activities at the literary associations, the school theater and
the school competitions,”.

Ustaza/Abdul Hafeez Abdul Rahman of the Locality’s
Social Welfare Office said: “The school library had a great
role in the development and the formation of the students
intellectually and culturally. There were Arab and foreign
books, newspapers and magazines like Rosa Al-Yousef
and Sabah Al-Khair (Good Morning), whereas a class
period used to be allocated and nicely fitted for reading, in
addition to encouraging the students to author stories and
novels and we had competitions in the number of books we
had read.

Murtadha (a~Y 24 ), a national service conscript, said:

I studied in Shendi Secondary School, which has a
wonderful library that contains many books of fiction and
nonfiction, stories and language literature and classical
Arabic poetry. The teachers used to encourage us to keep
on reading in the various fields of knowledge.

bl g393 8ylaal ]

I CaloaAll SIY1 38 50




blogygibylaal @

B
:‘2.
-
3
9
g
3

—— (0000000000 00 $ 67

¢ Free distribution

Persons with Special Needs

The disabled are individuals who suffer genetic or
environmentally induced ailments such as the inability
to learn and acquire experiences or skills or doing
some jobs done by ordinary persons of same ages and
cultural, economic and social backgrounds, thus they
have special needs for their ability to lead normal lives.

The Capabilities of the Blind: -

- Outstanding memorization - touch - smell and the
ability to achieve their goals. One of the blind person
characteristic is the ongoing thinking and making good
sense of the surrounding.

- Education: The blind person receives education and reads
by Braille characters based on the sense of touching.

- Training of the senses of the blind person- self-learning
and acquisitioned education.

The mechanisms and means of education in schools
include recording, playing and memorizing the material as
the blind person has a distinguished ability to memorize.
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- The stick distinguishes the blind person from the others
in traffic on the public street and it has traffic signals
known to the drivers.

- The blind person is part of the society and practices his
public life (marriage and work).

- The role of the State towards the disabled:

- The Disability Act provides for the integration of the
disabled, the allotment of seats for the persons with special
need in higher education institution with their exemption
from tuition fees in addition to employment and the
provision of income generating projects and support.

- The Chamber of Zakat in Shendi Locality has an active
role in assisting the blind persons in the local communities.

Examples of Success Stories of Blind Persons : -

- Tariq Abdul Hafeez Mohammed Ali, the Director of
the Blind Persons Union in Shendi:

His work experience extends for 12 years from 1992 to
2017. A permanent activist in the Association, a former
Secretary of the Union of the Blind and former President
of the Youth Sports Association. He has an active role in all
areas of the society, especially in the treatment of children
in cooperation with the Organization of Dar Sharshar.

- Isaac Omar: A member of the Union of the Blind,
married with a number of children working on a pallet

in the market whereas he deals with the customers by
touch, sound and movement. He has an outstanding touch
capability by which he manages to know every object,
coins and banknotes and in dealing with traders through
bills and the exchange of goods.

- Mohammed Suleiman Ibrahim: The Secretary General of
the Union of the Blind in Shendi Locality. He is married
and high school graduate and is currently studying at
Sudan Open University. He is well educated and holds
several degrees including a Diploma in English and
Islamic Studies from the University of Shendi. He was

the former Vice President of the Blind Union in Shendi
from 1995 to 1998 and the former Secretary of the Union
Financial Affairs from 2002 to 2004



The Dawn Shines With Popular Effort,,

Schools Maintenance and Adornment In Gandatou
and Goaz Al-Mutrag

Tareg Hassan Al-Jack

The two areas of Gandatou and Goaz Al-Mutrag
witnessed a big movement of locals to setup the school
environment. In response to an invitation by Goaz
Al-Mutrag Village People’s Committee, I attended

the village celebrations of the completion of school
buildings maintenance. When I arrived there, I found
the maintenance work was completed and reached

the verge of the final touches and celebration and that
some young people were working on the maintenance
of a refrigerator to configure it to work, others were
decorating the walls of some classrooms with drawings
and logos. I noted there were some faces I know

who were not from the residents of Goaz Al-Mutrag.
They were from Gandatou, whom we like to call ‘the
Gandatans’. From here the questions began to come to
my mind: What brought ‘the Gandatans’ to participate
in this? And when all this work was arranged? And
how was the required money saved? The school
landscape almost changed?

Gandatou area is about 18 kilometers from Shendi. It
comprises six main villages inhabited by a mixture of
tribes. However, ‘the Gandatans’ do not like to delve into
the details of the tribal component of their area, and they
consider themselves ‘the Gandatans’, no more.

Gandatou is famous for its love of education, from which
a large number of teachers came out to spread all over the
country.

As for the area of Goaz Al-Mutrag, it is located directly
south of Gandatou, and includes a large number of
villages, all linked economically, ethnically and morally to
the mother village.

Goaz Al-Mutrag is famous for its Religious Institute,
which was attended by about 400 students from all over
Africa. The head of Goaz Al-Mutrag Village People’s
Committee, Ahmad Ali Babeker, who is a retired teacher:

At the beginning of this year, we noticed the school
buildings need for maintenance, and immediately the Goaz
Al-Mutrag Sons/Daughters Association in the Capital
began preparing to address the issue. A sum of SDG80,000
was collected and sent to the village in two installments.

It was spent on major repairs under direct supervision of
the Association Chairman, Major General Fathal Rahman
Ali. In this part we relied on professional contractors and
workers. Before a period of time, we received a notice
from the parents in Gandatou, saying that they have a
youth entity that will go to the school in Al- Goaz and an
amount of money to complete the remaining works of the
school buildings maintenance. We identified the needs

were and told them of them. In a parallel movement,

the Association in the Capital raised the sum of twelve
thousand Sudanese pounds (SDG12000) and about 40
young volunteers joined hands and completed the work in
just two days despite its large size. The youth volunteers
totally devoted themselves to this work, although it’s the
season cultivation and most of them are farmers. As for the
youth of Gandatou, they pioneered this big work, which
you can imagine the size of the work done, if y you have
not seen it, yet.

This is what I came out with from Al- Goaz, but it left me
curious about an expression said by Ustaz/ Ahmed about
the Initiative of Gandatou. In fact, the Gandatans were
there in charge, even the arrangement of the celebration,
which was honored by the Minister of Culture in the

Nile River State, and I found among them, that day,

some colleagues of mine, who work with me at my work
location.

Activist in Gandatou Initiative, Ahazeej Ali Al-Shaigi
said: the Initiative of ‘Gandatou The Sweetest Place’

was launched from the Facebook, and soon its call was
responded to by the Gandatans from all over the world.
Young man, Ahmed Abdel Latif hoisted its flag and funds
were collected to implement the projects of the Initiative,
thus all the educational facilities in Gandatou were then
rehabilitated.

She went on saying: Afterwards, we left to Goaz Al-
Mutrag, and All The Praise Be To Allag we accomplished
everything we dreamed of for a comfortable environment
for our students. We are planning to go to other schools

in this part of the southern countryside. Ahazeej Ali Al-
Shaigi concluded by saying: The government effort can
make your village or neighborhood a good place for living,
but not beautiful, which requires your own effort, which
constitutes our vision in the Initiative of ‘Gandatou The
Sweetest Place’.

Finally, we can say that both Gandatou and Al-

Goaz presented an example of the citizen’s sense of
responsibility and awareness of the situation, for the
government effort may be long overdue, which will
accumulate the needs of schools month by month for
educational institution suffers the most among all public
facilities In the state.
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A Glimpse in Shendi TV

People’s Correspondent/Samira Abdel Fadil Gasmalseed,
Sardia, Shaklawa

Shendi TV was established in 1990 to reflect the
Locality political, social and artistic issues. Its
broadcast covers most areas of Shendi and Al Matamah
up to 72 km north to Al-Basabir and 72km south to
Jabal Um Ali on the River Nile west bank. It reached
untill Wad Al-Habashi to the south and Bagrouus to

the north, however the broadcast has not so far reached
Hajar Al-Asal and Al-Hugna for technical reasons.

The TV broadcast for three hours a day, Saturday to
Thursday, starting with a recitation of the Holy Qur’an and
supplications then it airs varieties, children show and daily
soap series in addition to cultural and political programs
and concludes with the local news and local programs
produced in Shendi TV. The programs map is renewed
every three months. The Locality TV also coordinates
with the local and national mass media through its public
and specialized relations department and airs programs in
collaborations with the above-said entities.

The TV includes the anchors (newscasters), photography,
montage, producers, directors and programs archives
sections and a documentation library in addition to a
complete training unit under the supervision of veteran
multitalented trainers.

Shendi TV’s Directress: Ustaza/ Samar Kamal
Mohammed Mishal

Educational Stages: Shendi North School for Girls, then
the Shendi Al-Amireya Intermediate School for Girls and
Shandi Secondary School for Girls and finally Omdurman
Islamic University, Faculty of Advocacy and Public
Relations, Department of Public Relations.

The Marital Status: Married and mother of two
children.

Ustaza/ Samar said: I worked in various administrative
positions. I started as in Shendi Locality Media
Department in 1997, then the Media Director of Al-
Matama Locality in 2012 and Head of Shendi TV News
and Political Affairs Department in 2013 up to 2016 then I
assumed the position of Shendi Locality TV Directress in
2016 up to now.

I was trained in several training sessions, the most
important of which is Shendi A Healthy City with

the UNICEEF in 2006 and other courses in the media,
accounting and finance at the State Presidency in addition
to training courses organized by Al-Alag Center for Press
Services in Shendi 2017.




A Tour Inside Al-Na’eem Health Center in
Daim Al-Garai Village

By People’s Reporter: Ahmed Salman Ahmed
Mohammed

A Demand for the provision of lab technicians and
nurses:

This is a tour inside Al-Na’eem Health Center in Daim
Al-Garai Village, north of Shendi, which was built in 1983.
‘We met with a number of medical cadres to know the
problems and needs of the Center.

First, we met with the Center Director, Dr. Sabry who
said: “The Center serves the people of the region and

the neighboring areas, including the health insurance
service which covers about 80% of the region and
outskirts. However, we face some problems like the lack
of specialized nursing staff, so we are forced to supervise
patients for only (8) hours a day. We also lack

the scorpion serum, and we have no ambulance to transport
the patients in need of specialized health care to Shendi

Hospital

There is a problem with the housing of bachelor staff but it
will be solved by the efforts of the local people.”

In the laboratory section, we meet with Dr. Rofaidah
Mohammed Osman Al-Sheikh, who cited a lack of test
equipment, especially for diseases related to kidney
function and gout. Dr. Maha Mohammed Ahmed Balah
confirmed the problem of the lack of lab technicians. She
said the medicines were available.

Ustaz/ Khalafallag ( ~¥! (8L ), a member of the
committee taking care of the Center, said:”We seek to
provide the medical staff for the Center and the medicines
to the citizens, and carry out the required maintenance
work.”

Citizen, Habib Mohammed Sir Al-Khatim pointed at the
problem of nursing and called for the provision of the
required health cadres.
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Students Dropouts...

Causes And Solutions
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Prepar : People’ I'T ndent Al-Zain Ahm
Al-Zain

School dropout is a huge educational waste that
negatively affects the community for it increases the
prevalence of illiteracy, unemployment and crime. I
talked about this issue with a number of male/female
teachers, students, workers inside, and outside schools
and with parents and housewives about the causes of
the dropout and the required treatment.

Q: What are the reasons for dropping out?

Yousef Al-Ageed, a father, said: “The family problems,
differences, divorce, poverty and inability to cope with the
daily expenses are major causes of school dropout”.

Ustaz/ Mutaz Mahjoub, a teacher at Hoash Banga School,
said “the economic hardship faced by the majority of
families leads to the phenomenon of dropouts for pushing
the students to the labor market to provide for their needs,
contribute to the family income and pay the tuition fees for
younger siblings.

Ustaza/ Wadad Omar from Wad Nurah Primary School
said: “The students leakage is due to several reasons,
including the moral and physical punishment and fear
teachers and the failure of some teachers to understand the
behavior of the male/female students for poor knowledge
of educational psychology, the poor school environment.

A number of male/female students of Hoash Banga
Secondary School blamed boredom, weak qualification
of some teachers, the lack of school and community
environment of cultural activities, the difficult and too
intensive curricula for school dropouts, such as leaving
the school during the school day, or quitting the school
altogether.

Q: What are the consequences of leakage?

Ustaza/ Nafisah Ibrahim, a teacher at Hoash Banga Joint
Secondary School, cited the biggest problems facing the
community to include the increasing child labor, crime,
child displacement (homelessness), drug abuse and
trafficking and the rampant illiteracy and theft, which she
said are the factors leading to the deterioration of society.

Q: What are the solutions to the dropouts
phenomenon?

Ustaza/ Fatima Hassan, a teacher at the Fatima Al-Zahra
School for Girls in Hoash Banga, suggested holding a
file for every student to observe his/her behavior, mental

health and the economic situation of the family. She
recommended weekly contacts between the families and
the schools through the women friends of the school to
know the students levels of achievements, and the behavior
of each one and the problems he/she is facing.

Samiah Mohammed, a housewife, said the children
behavior must be understood, dealing with them, knowing
their problems and instilling confidence in them by
ensuring that they can succeed,”.

Ustaz/ Haidar Abdul-Khaleg recommended appointing a
social researcher in every school to study the mental status
and the economic situation of the students.

Haidar Amara said: The families should monitor their
children since leaving the house until reaching the school
and follow their performance in the school and the

level of their academic achievement. He said the male/
femal teachers should pay more attention to the students’
problems and work as much as possible to solve them.
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The Editorial

his edition of Al-Alag newsletter comes while

‘Kulana Liltanmia Program(We Are All For

Development) in Shendi Locality is at the

end of its first year and has already reaped
benefits and put its fingerprints in many aspects and
walks of life in the Locality, besides it found a common
ground with the media departments and in institutions
in the Locality, and the Locality Legislative Council,
education and health departments, thus achieving a
main goal of bridging the gap between the citizens and
the Locality authorities within partnerships between
them and the civil society and the private sector to
work together to promote and enhance the school
environment.

Through the various discussions, training and activities
of the Program, in which the local media cadres were
trained and through the different forums, gatherings
and meetings, the Program team and the local partners
agreed that ‘the Program’ should focus in the second
half of its first year of education as one of the issues
that concern the local residents of Shendi and due to the
importance of providing good education in a healthy
school environment as a basic citizen right so relevant
to the development and its sustainability.

The “Campaign for Activating the Community
Partnership for Improving the School Environment”
started last July, with the positive response and support
of the Locality authorities and the interaction and
enthusiasm of the local communities. The male/female
people’s correspondents who were trained through this
Program continued to support the Campaign activities
vigorously and with self-denial. We thank them and we
hope they will continue their efforts so the campaign
will achieve its desired goals.

This newsletter issue has been dedicated to the Locality
education various issues, such as the school textbooks,
the education of the nomads and the persons
with special needs and the dropout from
schools. The newsletter includes an article
by Ustaz/ Abdul Azim on the principles of
good governance and their applications in
education in addition to some cultural articles,
interviews and polls prepared and written

by the male/female people’s correspondents,
besides excerpts from an investigation conducted

a

by marvelous people’s correspondent/ Mustafa in Al-
Ayaam Newspaper on the crisis of medicines as one
of the distinctive samples of the contributions of the
people’s correspondents, of both sexes, in the national
newspapers.

One of the successful experiences of the Program is
enrolling the correspondents in the national, state and
locality mass media institutions including the national
newspapers, Shendi Locality Radio and TV, the River
Nile State Radio in Atbara and the Youth Radio,
whereas 12 male/female people’s correspondents of
notable and distinguished contributions were enrolled
for one month in these institutions so they acquired
experience and practical training and developed good
relations with these media institutions, which may
employ some of them in the future. Meanwhile, the
correspondents reflected, through this program, the
issues of their local communities in the local, state and
national mass media.

Many thanks and appreciation to everyone who
contributed to Al-Alag Program ‘Kulana Liltanmia in
Shendi Locality, in partnership with the British Council,
and to all those who partook with effort, thought and
time in the Program and to all those who helped us

in the implementation of our activities despite some
obstacles and difficulties so without their support

the Program would not have achieved success. We
hope that this good work will continue and that the
various partners including the Locality authorities, the
civil society, the private sector and the male/female
people’s correspondents will continue to work in the
“Campaign for Activating the Community Partnership
for Improving the School Environment” with the same
momentum and spirit for the sake of the people of
Shendi Locality and for sustainable development.

Lamia Al Jaili
Al-Alag Center for Press Services

Director of ‘Kulana Liltanmia Program’ in Shendi
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The Center sought to achieve its objectives through
training. A number of training courses were organized,
including:

1. Training courses in raising the awareness of journalists
and journalists and a number of local leaders in the concept
of gender and international conventions on human rights and
social responsibility of the media

2. Training courses in electoral education and political
participation of women (quota)

3. Training sessions on the concept of gender and radio
programs

4. Training courses on press coverage from a human rights
perspective

The Center also worked on preparing:

Training manual to promote human rights concepts in the
media

A training manual towards a more sensitive and socially
sensitive journalism

A documentary film about the experience of popular
correspondents

The Center is currently preparing a training manual for
public correspondents
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