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Year 2005, says in Article 13, paragraph (1)

(a) The State shall promote education at
all levels all over the Sudan and shall ensure
free and compulsory education at the primary
level and in illiteracy eradication programs.

(b) Every person or group of persons
shall have the right to establish and maintain
private schools and other educational
institutions at all levels in accordance with the
conditions and standards provided by law.

2) The State shall mobilize

public, private and popular resources and
capabilities for education and development of
scientific research, especially Research and
Development. The constitutions of almost all
the Arab countries provide for free education
including Egypt, the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Iraq...etc.

No doubt that the international and regional
conventions and treaties have established noble
values and principles for education, human
rights and dignity.

Atrticle 26 (1.2.3) of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights 1948 says:

(1) Everyone has the right to education.
Education shall be free, at least in the
elementary and fundamental stages.
Elementary education shall be compulsory.
Technical and professional education shall be
made generally available and higher education
shall be equally accessible to all on the basis
of merit.

(2) Education shall be directed to the full
development of the human personality and to
the strengthening of respect for human rights
and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote
understanding, tolerance and friendship among
all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall
further the activities of the United Nations for
the maintenance of peace.

(3) Parents have a prior right to choose the
kind of education that shall be given to their
children.

The International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights 1966, Article (13,
14) cites

* Convention on the Rights of the Child 1959
Article (29)

* Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination Article (7)

* UNESCO Convention against Discrimination
in Education 1960 Article (1)

2 / Free Education:

The right to primary education: As
formulated in Article 13 (2) (a), primary
education has two distinctive features: it is
“compulsory” and “available free to all”



Asia Abdullah said in her Ministry
performance statement for the first half

of the current year, that the education is
witnessing a steady progress, whereas, the
number of primary schools reached 18024
with 111970-trained teachers at 60.4%. She
highlighted her Ministry plan for the next
year including the activation of the decision to
attach a kindergarten to each primary school
and testing and activating the e-learning

program. She said he Ministry plan will

also see the completion of the decisions and
legislations on education and supporting the
national project for school meal, noting that
her Ministry is striving to bridge the gaps and
fill the shortages of education in the coming
period. She urged for exerting further efforts
to improve the primary schools environment.

The Right To Education

The right to education is one of the
fundamental rights guaranteed by all
international and regional charters and
conventions as well as the constitutions

and legislations of almost all countries. The
importance of the right to education lies in

its role in empowering and promoting the
other rights. From this dais and for its support
to the other rights, the right to the free and
compulsory education is a public and private
concern. Education is increasingly recognized
as one of the best financial investments by
the states. Nevertheless, the importance of
education is not only practical. The educated,
enlightened and active mind can enjoy and
advocate for the freedoms, besides there

are political commitments to deliver on the
right to education as well as the international
and national laws provisions for it as an
unequivocal intrinsic human right.

The Interim Constitution of Sudan of the
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Minister of Education:

30% Seating Gap In Primary

Schools,,

The Parliament, Khartoum

Minister of Education, Asia Mohammed
Abdullah acknowledged the seating gap in
primary schools, which she said reached 30%
in schools, besides 53% of schools do not have
electricity. She nevertheless said the water
provision amounts to 92.8% in the schools and

that 52.8% of them have surrounding walls.

She said enrollment in the primary stage
amounted to 71.4% whilst the apparent
acceptance rate reached 86.1% pointing out
that the overall rate of seating in the primary
education stage in 20162017 is 70% with a gap
of 30%.
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the noise that interfere with teaching, which
distracts the pupils attention and adversely
affects their academic achievements.

He criticized the lack of school activities such
as sports and the various school associations,
which help build the pupils/students abilities
and creativities.

He noted that the teachers suffer from poor
salaries forcing them to find other ways and
means to raise their income, such as the
teaching in another school in addition to the
great suffering from the crises of housing and
transportation to and from the schools. He
described the lack of teachers qualification and
using the civil service conscripts in teaching
as a major problem leading the majority of
teachers to go to teach in private schools
during the working hours on the period basis
to improve their financial status. Adding; “the
contrary also happens in some government
schools, whereas the principal pays the
teachers from the Educational Council’s
money, on proportion basis (although is
already paid for) due to the lack of teachers
since the management is required to finish

the curriculum on time regardless of how.
Saying this has nurtured the (stuffing system),
which leads to the low educational level of the
pupils/students.

Koko stressed that the improvement of
education in primary schools requires the State
to allocate specific budget to be paid to the
schools at the beginning of the academic year.
He also urged for the revision of the curricula
in conformity with the age groups and levels
of comprehension of the pupils and paying
utmost attention to the teachers’ training

and qualifying, improving their salaries and
providing them with proper housing near their
schools to spare them the suffering from long
distance commuting to and from the schools.
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Interview with a Teacher

Ahmed Koko, a teacher at the Kamboni schools. He spoke based on his experience in

education and not with regard to the Kamboni schools specifically. He said although the

Interim Constitution of 2005 clearly provides for free education for all, but there were

clear violations in the educational process and twisting around the right to free education

Koko said the education officials collect financial contributions from the pupils as

periodic fees on Sundays, particularly in the peripheries to cover the operational costs,

buying chalk, electricity, maintenance works, repairmen of sofas and classrooms for the

government does not officially announces budget allocations for education.

oko explained that the schools’
educational councils consist of the
parents of the pupils, but he sees
“it is better to elect the councils
members rather than appointing them for
they have educational powers and relations
between the school and the families, besides it
resolves cases on behalf of the parents. He said
the appointment of the Educational Council
members brings in people who may be unable
to serve schools, and even become a barrier
and a burden on them.

He gave as an example, the SDG2 Sundays’
levies imposed by school administrations on
every pupil under different names, like ‘the
Sunday SDG2’, ‘the electricity or water bill.’

It sometimes amounts up to SDG10 a week,
which forced many pupils to drop out of school
for their parents cannot afford the imposed
amounts causing psychological problems and
low achievement.

Koko cited several major problems in the
schools in the peripheral areas schools,
including the school environment, such

as unhygienic toilets, school cleaning,
overcrowded classroom with 60 to 80 plus
pupils in a classroom.

The school environment is very deteriorated
with the drinking water is in barrels in some
schools and some other the pupils drink from
the taps directly due to the lack of coolers.
He also pointed to the health risks imposed
by buying breakfast from peddlers, which
could be contaminated for bad processing

and handling and poor preservation exposing
the pupils to intestinal flu and other
gastrointestinal problems advising the pupils to
buy food from healthy and clean places inside
the school.

Koko said: “In the autumn season, the schools
building and lavatories face the hazard of
falling down and repairmen only takes place
only after the rain falls, wondering why

the Ministry does not allocate a budget for
schools maintenance in preparation for the fall
season,”.

With regard to the buildings around the schools
for the purpose of investment including shops
and workshops, Koko drew the attention to
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deterioration of the conditions of the teachers
by reducing or abandoning its role to exercise
pressure on the decision-makers. He said

the poor income has turned the education
profession unattractive and even forced many
teachers to abandon the profession to other
occupations or to migration abroad, which
led to an increased number of unqualified
teachers.

Female schoolteacher, Doria Elias said despite
the glittery slogans that many people say

such as ‘the teacher is a candle burning to
light up to others’ and that ‘the profession of
teaching is the greatest profession in history’.
Nevertheless, this human being who, no word
can sufficiently describe is ironically suffering
from terribly deteriorating conditions in our
country that all the talk about them does not
describe part of the reality, she stressed.

She added: “The teacher has chosen a
profession not subject to a constant debate
about his/her condition,”. “Some people say
that he/she the low wage is sufficient because
added to the reward from allah.”

Doria went on saying: “The teacher’s wage
is no longer sufficient for part of the basics
of life. Some may say that the profession of
teaching is no longer the same for teachers
are not aware of the state the education has
reached for many reasons, which the teacher
may be part of.

She said that the education profession needs
through reconsideration away from slogans
and scientifically address the issues of the
teachers since the deteriorating conditions
of the teacher are very different from those
of the other neglected segments to save the
profession from being the career of those
who have no otherwise professions due to its
miserable situations.”

For her part, schoolteacher Fatima Hashim
cited the delay and weakness of the salaries

as one of the so many problems facing the
teachers in addition to the suffering in the
provision of breakfast, saying the teacher poor

Some Teachers In

peripheries Come

To Schools Once A
Month,,

salary does not commensurate the work. “The
teacher, in general, is the one who solves the
dilemmas facing the students to make them in
the best shape.”

Likewise, the schoolteachers in Al-Haj Yousef
area in the Eastern Nile Locality suffer the
same poor conditions and their salaries do not
meet part of their basic needs, which leads
them to practice other occupations to increase
their income, according to many teachers in
the areas.

In Umadah Locality in Omdurman, a
cooperating schoolteacher complained of

the small amount of money she receives,
saying she was paid SDG100 at the beginning
of each academic year which she said was
raised to SDG200 this year, vowing to go to
the Locality Education Office to ask about
her financial dues. She pointed out that the
teachers in peripheral areas do not show up at
school except once during the month, which
puts the educational process on the new
graduates and the cooperating teachers.

In the state of El Gezira, the shortage in the
numbers of teachers prompts the schools
administrations to increase in the number

of periods to the teachers, which adds more
burdens on them, exhaust and disperse their
energies. Whilst, the lack of qualification
and training of the teachers has a significant
adverse impact on the academic levels of the
students/pupils and leads to the deterioration
of the educational process.
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Schools Needing 16 Have Only 8 Schoolteachers.,,,

Teacher’s Salary No Longer Covers Part of Basic
Needs, Has To Work Two Shifts,,,

Hanan, Sabreen, Nemat

Poor Teachers’ Conditions!

Adverse conditions impair the education

of primary school pupils. In most states of
Sudan, especially in the peripheries as well

as the outskirts of the capital Khartoum, the
conditions of most schoolteachers can be
described as tragic and even many schools
lack teachers, which prompts the Ministry of
Education to use the national service conscripts
and volunteers. Some schools, however, rely
on only one teacher to teach all the subjects
of the class (grade) for the economic factor,
among others, have fueled increasing influxes
of schoolteachers’ migration.

Dar El-Salam area in Jebel Awliya’a suffers
from schoolteachers’ shortage, which

prompts the schools’” administrations to use
cooperating teachers. The lack of teachers

in Dar El-Salam schools is one of the most
complicated problems, which often disrupts
the educational process with negative impact
on the academic level of the pupils. In schools
that need 16 teachers, at least, there are only

8 to 10 teachers in addition to the lack of
follow-up to pupils by parents and the small
number of schools. Some schools have taken a
decision that teachers work two-shift a day to
compensate for the shortage, which exhausts
the teacher who has to work mornings and
evenings.

Female schoolteachers, Ena’am Mohammed
attributed the weakness of the administrations
to the dominance of some personalities on the
administrative system in the schools, especially
in the private ones, by getting closer to the
school owner and then interfering in the work
of some teachers and even underestimate
them. She threatened that such would destroy
the school amid the thoughtlessness of the
schools owners, who trust those who pretend
to be serving the school’s interest (But in fact
they are not the best, and they may be even
the worst and the least working in the school),

according to Ena’am.

Arafa Taj Eddin, a female schoolteacher Dar
El-Salam decried the poor salaries in some
public schools compared to other public ones
amid the absence of a social insurance or
security. She also complained of the pressure
of the workload and holding the male/female
teacher responsible for the success or failure of
the pupils even if the pupil is admitted late in
the academic year.

She cited the lack of study of the social cases
of the pupils, arguing; “the pupil might have
previous accumulated reading and writing
problems due to problems within his/her
family. However, some administrations do not
consider this and once he/she fails an exam,
some schools’ administrations hold the teacher
accountable, without any proper investigation
to find out the real reason(s). They do not mind
the quality of teaching or trying to improve it,
which adversely affects the entire process.”
Arafa said the private schools tend to appoint
female teachers for the male teachers require
more salary while the female teachers because
the teacher requests a salary but the teachers
accept to work for less salary.

Schoolteacher Ali Qasim said talking about
the conditions of the teachers is neither
amusing nor pleasant and even draws mockery
in the local community, as he put it. He held
the State responsible for the deteriorated
conditions of the teacher. He said “the state
should have been the first and foremost
supporter of the teacher, but it is nevertheless
ignoring his/her vital role and remained caring
less for him/her and disregarding that he/she
is part of the service rather than productive
institutions. Although, the teachers feed the
productive and leadership institutions with
educated cadres, by they have remained
neglected to suffer in very deteriorated
conditions which render him/her unable to play
his/her role in full.”

Qasim did not exempt the society, which he
said bears a large part of the blame for the



without taking into account their economic
circumstances. She pointed out that they
depend on living making day by day and
sometimes they do not have the expenses of
one meal a day, however “All what concerns
me is for my daughter to receive a good
education,” inquiring “where is the free
education of which the government is talking?
Does the one, who has no money, have no
right to learn?

Female schoolteacher, Ustaza/ Zeinab
Suleiman said that the class sometimes 10
students are expelled from the class, which is
a large number, saying they suffer for having
to re-teach the missed lessons to the expelled
students after the return, arguing that the
teachers cannot stop teaching because of the
expulsion of students for they have an exam
date to catch.

As for the free education, she dismissed

it as too difficult since the school needs
chalk, paper and other aids that extend even
to electricity and water in addition to the
school environment. She complained of the
school lack of a surrounding wall, which
makes it open to the intrusion of animals and
indifferent people.

Ramadan Hammad of the Parents> Council
said they had to impose SDG50 a month on
each girl, although they knew the difficult
circumstances experienced by some families,
“but we are obliged”, as he put it, because the
burden of their children education rests with
them, adding “even the school maintenance
we are fully responsible for.“ He went even
further saying; “we sometimes have to deduct
part of the teachers> salaries to manage the
situation.”

In Umbeda Locality in Omdurman, a school
headmaster cited a number of challenges

Shortage of Teachers
Forces the One Teacher
to Teach 15 Subjects in
5 Classrooms In Some

Schools

facing the educational process to the forefront
of which is the free education called for

but not ironically executed by the Locality

in addition to the shortage in male/female
schoolteachers, which forces the one teacher
to teach 15 subjects in 5 classrooms.

The director also talked about the failure

of the Locality and the educational council

to deliver to the collaborating teachers and

the conscripts of the national service, which
prompted the school administration to ask

the students to pay SDG20 each per month,
“although we know that most of them cannot
afford this amount in light of the current living
conditions.

He said the Locality Education Administration
imposes SDG20 on each student at the
beginning of the academic year although the
majority of the parents cannot afford it so
some teachers expel the insolvent students. He
pointed out that the Locality Administration of
Education and the Education Council require
the school to carry out the school maintenance
works and build a theater without no budget
allocations thus such costs fall on the students/
pupils in light of the presents difficult living
conditions.
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Educational Councils Plagued By Members with Personal

Stake Rather Than Public Interests
Parents> Councils and No Cooperation,

Weak Financial Contributions Causes Pupils

Expulsions from Classrooms

Awad, Ahmed, Osman

Parents’ Council and Fees

The Educational Council (formerly “the
Parents> Councils”), main objective is to assist
the schools managements in finding their
needs such as the teachers’ salaries, chalk,
pupils’ seating and providing assistance to the
pupils/students who cannot pay the tuition
fees. Regardless of the above-mentioned, our
tour to the schools showed that the majority
of the councils’ members are appointed by
the education administrations, which negates
the essential purpose that requires them to be
elected and capable to deliver and affluent
enough to make financial contributions.

In the course of our tour of some schools

in different areas in the national capital, we
probed the problems of these councils. Ustaz/
Kamal Mohammed, a schoolteacher in Jebel
Awliya’a Locality, said the Educational
Council’s main role is to help the school
administration to complete the shortcomings
and to contribute to the success of the
educational process with the participation of
the parents of schoolchildren. He pointed out:
“However, some parents and guardians do not
respond to the invitations for the formation

of the educational councils. The council’s
members must be affluent philanthropists and
craftsmen to communicate with them socially
and economically.” He cited the problems of
those councils to include the presence of two
or three members not interested in achieving
its goals and may even have a personal stake in
being a council member.

In Al-Haj Yousef area, in the Eastern Nile
Locality, the Educational Council consists of
12 schoolteachers in addition to collaborators
and national service conscripts serving their
period in the school and (3) volunteers. The
Council helps improve the school>s conditions
through donations from local affluent residents.

In the State of El Gezira, however, the
educational councils are appointees to

provide the necessary operational money

to schools to cover the maintenance works,
the furniture, chalk and improvement of the
school environment through the popular effort.
Ustaza/ Samia Mahmoud, a schoolteacher

said the pupils/students contributions do not
cover for the school needs in most cases. She
defended the contributions as legal and were
legally imposed by the councils’ on the parents
and governed by regulations from the official
authorities.

In the Eastern Nile Locality, Ustaza/ Nazek
Al-Tayeb explained that the tuition fees

paid by the pupils/students were imposed by
the Education Council at SDG60 per pupil/
student in the academic year to be paid in
installments. She said the contributions
covered the incentives to the collaborating
and national service conscript female teachers,
whose assistance was sought to fill the gap of
the severe shortage of female teachers. The
school for use after the end of the period of
national service because of the acute shortage
of teachers in general

Al-Hassaheissa Locality in El-Gezira State
is suffering from the educational councils’
lack of cooperation and poor financial
contributions during the academic year. Dina
Hassan, an outstanding student, said she was
expelled from class several times for failure
to pay SDG400 for she has a brother at the
same school which means her family had

to pay SDG800 in addition to their primary
school brother who had to pay SDG200. She
added:»Sometimes I cannot catch up for when
I review the lessons with my colleagues I

do not understand anything because of the
frequent absence.”

Meanwhile, Hanan Abu Bakr, a mother of
a girl student, said that her daughter was
expelled from school several times for
failure to pay the prescribed SDG400 fees,



Corporal Punishment Leads
to Female Pupils/Students
Depression, Academic Failure
and Submission to Underage
Marriage

area, said he feared the schoolteachers
reprisal if he reported on their abuse of the
bodily punishment of “flogging” against his
children, especially with regard to the failure
of payment of the tuition fees. He attributed
his unwillingness to report on the abuses to
his fears of expected retribution and even
academic problems, arguing: “The teachers
may target us.”

Despite the publicized decision to stop the

bodily punishment in the schools, the Ministry

of Education has too little number of reports
in its records. The little or no reporting is
sometimes due to the pretext that the teachers
have a mission as educators or because of
the bureaucracy that hinders or delay the
complaints in addition to the fears of the

students/pupils from further penalties and even

reprisals by the teachers if they report on their

abuses or those of their colleagues.

The corporal punishment leads to deep
psychological effects and hatred of school
or the educational process altogether so the
pupils/students quit and may even instill
incurable hatred of the society. As for the
female pupils/students, they are more prone
to depression and anxiety, which may lead to
their academic failure and eventually submit
to underage marriage.

Khartoum outskirts complain about the
phenomena of dropping out of schools,
partially due to the continuation of the
corporal punishment, but there are some other
reasons for dropouts such as the inability to
pay the tuition fees or internally imposed
levies by the schools, whilst some pupils/
student dropout to go to work “child labor” to
support their low-income families. However,
the lack of control by the school or the
families is still the main reason of dropout,
according to A.T. from Dar El-Salam.

It is also obvious that the unhealthy
atmospheres surrounding the educational
process and the unfavorable school
environment may sometimes lead male/female
students to drift away and abuse contrabands.
Some municipalities, for example, prevented
the day work of the viewing clubs and
imposed censorship on the Internet clubs to
which the students leak from classes.
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Corporal Punishment Causes Dropouts from Schools

Teachers Lash Pupils with Water-Hoses,

Whips and Slap on the Face

Corporal Punishment and Quitting School

The coproral punishment in Sudanese schools
remains a subject of debate between the
educators and the human rights advocates.
Although “lashing male/female pupils “is
convicted by the child courts in the country,
however some voices continue to call for it as
an irreplaceable educational discipline tool.

The physical punishment is still in place

in some schools despite the Ministry of
Education’s decision to criminalize this totally
incompatible with human rights act.

Schoolteacher, Ustaz/ Mahjoub Osman
defended the corporal punishment as an
effective means of discipline provided it causes
no harm to the pupil. Osman calls for imposing
controls for the corporal punishment to include
penalties against disproportion and overuse,

an opinion shared by some state officials

who argue that the cessation of the flogging
punishment cost the schools their educational
disciplinary role.

However, female schoolteacher D.N. from Dar

Es Salam area argued that the abolition of the
corporal punishment was imposed after several
careful reviews, noting that the punishment
led to injuries and some serious psychological
disorders that undermined the entire future of
some pupils.

It is noteworthy that the schoolteachers use
batons, heavy water-hoses, tree-branches
and sometimes whips made for cattle not to
mention the slapping with bare hand of the
face.

Ustaza D.N. cited the most common side
effects of the corporal punishment against the
pupils/students in Dar El-Salam to include

the increasing school dropout phenomenon
which is caused by several reasons, the most
prominent of which is the physical punishment.

A clear question, however, is why are the
parents and guardians of pupils/students
reluctant to report on the abuses committed by
the schoolteachers in relation to the flogging
punishment.

Kabbashi Taha, a father in El-Haj Yousef



A teacher in School in El-Haj Yousef said:
Eyewitness Better Than Hearsay!
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The dilapidated eastern wall tells all about
“M” school in Al-Baraka district in the El-Haj
Yousef area and thanks to it no need to enter
through the school gate,,

The school management welcomed us warmly
in the presence of a member of the Education
Council. He detailed their suffering from

the deteriorating situations in the school and
summed up saying, “What you see with your
eyes is quite enough.”

The school principal told us many details,
explaining that the school suffered from

a terrible deterioration in the internal and
external school environments. He said the
falling down enclosure walls turned the
school in a big open space and a shortcut
for the passersby between the residential
neighborhoods, a playground for stray dogs
and a pasture for animals. However, an
organization pledged to build the surrounding
wall as a curtain to the classrooms and
protection for the pupils inside the school
campus.

On the western side of the school there is a
small market and clubs for playing cards “
Kuchtina” and “dominos”, which is a source
of noise which mixes with the teachers voices
and distracts the students attention. As for

the classrooms, they are just shades of zinc
that don not protect from the summer heat or
winter cold, besides they lack windows and

N 0\

doors exposing the students to the risk of dust,
wind and noise. While we were sitting with
the principal, some pupils aging between 7 and
12 were collecting empty cement sacks and
connecting them to each other to protect them
from the chilly.

With regard to the school activities, the
headmaster said that the school had no school
activities due to the lack of facilities. He cited
some collective activities such as football

and volleyball, which he said they needed
playgrounds with goal-stands and nets. The
activities in the school include gymnastics
with one of the teacher filling in as a couch. In
contrast to the insignificant physical activities,
there are no cultural activities like the wall
newspapers.

As for the curriculum, the school director
said that the current curriculum is suitable for
grades one and two pupils, but it is unsuitable
for the third grade for the too large number of
materials and textbooks.

In turn, a teacher cited the big suffering

in finding drinking water at the school,
slamming the too little and irregular quotas
as insufficient and unreliable. Nevertheless,
he commended the Food Bank for providing
a school meal, which he said helped stabilize
the school day, attendance and no leakage
(quitting school).
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In addition to undermining the
teacher ability to care for all
the pupils, the overcrowding
also poses health risks for the
pupils such as influenza and

infectious skin diseases.

overcrowding imposes a very bleak school
reality. In most schools, there are no drinking
water coolers and even homemade water pots
«Azayar» are not enough for the huge numbers
of pupils who scramble to drink which pollutes
the water sources.

Ustaz/ Mohammed Jadarrab, a teacher in

the area, said:»The lack of sufficient water

for drinking and human use creates a bad
environment and leads to the contamination of
food and beverages, which coupled with the
germs transmitters and airborne contaminants

Most schools, buildings in
the peripheries are in poor
conditions and crumpling so
the classes are interrupted in
full in the season of autumn.

lead to very serious situations.

In Mayo area, south of Khartoum, many
schools make it imperative for their pupils to
eat breakfast on campus, either on the pretext
to maintain order or to honor obligations with
the owners of the cafeterias who monopolize
selling to pupils in exchange for a free meal
for teachers.

School teacher, Ustaz/ Mahjoub said that the
main solution to the problem of overcrowding
in schools is to build additional schools and
build more classrooms in the existing ones.
Meanwhile, teacher S.A. called for limiting the
number of admissions of fresh pupils, whilst,
Ustaz/ Jadarrab urged for a more practical
solution by increasing the number of teachers
to commensurate with the numbers of pupils.

In the season of autumn, the problem of
exacerbates since the schools buildings in

the peripheral areas either too old or built of
locally made materials so they are frail and
can fall off anytime, which leads to a complete
disruption of classes or overcrowding the
holding up classrooms and holding classes on
rotation.

The solutions planned to address the
overcrowding have long being overdue for the
officials’ procrastination and forsaking their
duties towards the educational process and
otherwise services in the country.
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Teachers, Pupils and the Environment!
Education in Sudan,,, The Reality Tells All

ost schools in Sudan suffer from major problems, to the forefront of which is the right

to education (free education), provided for by the Interim Constitution of Sudan in

2005 in article 13 in paragraphs (1 and 2), considered by those concerned with the

issue of education inactivated law. Numerous exacerbating problems are facing edu-
cation such as the recurrent changing of the curricula without taking into account the reality, pupils
age group or the degree of comprehension, whilst, the public schools environment is unimaginably
deteriorated as they lack the most basic elements. In several public schools pupils are sitting on the
ground under the shade of trees in open areas with no enclosure walls or adequate lavatories in addi-
tion to the poor conditions of teachers who often migrate in search of better means of living abroad.
The classrooms overcrowding is rampant in the peripheral areas adding to the multiple problems of
education in Sudan. However, there are multiple problems facing the education, nevertheless, the
biggest factor behind them is economic for the majority of families cannot afford the hefty tuitions
of the private school so they are compelled to send their kids to the government schools because.
The conflicts and drought displaced thousands of Sudanese families to live in the outskirt of the cap-
ital Khartoum, besides some economic factors have eliminated the middle class and put the majority
of the Sudanese people under the poverty line, therefore parents have no other option put send their
children to the public education, though beleaguered.

Hanan: Ayoub: Sabreen

Pupils Seating and School Environment

Classes overcrowding, especially in

the peripheral areas, is one of the most
important problems whereas pupils find
no place to sit and some are sitting on

the windows in some places or sit on the
ground in other places. In Al-Thawra
suburb in Omdurman, some schools have
classrooms comprising around 100 pupil
per classroom. Ustaz/ Mahjoub Osman, a
teacher, said the pupils overcrowding leads
to serious problems in delivering lessons

to the pupils and teachers struggle to
ensure that all the pupils have satisfactorily
comprehended the lesson in addition to
the problems associating with the follow-
up of class duties and homework and
proactive participation to boost in search
of success and excellence. He indicated that
the overcrowding imposes major seating
problems, whereas some pupils overwhelm
crumpling sofas and others sit on the

bathrooms, which adversely affects the levels
of hygiene, spreads pollution and poses health
risks such as the contraction of diseases like
influenza and infectious skin diseases.

ground so they are too uncomfortable to In Al-Haj Yousif Neighborhood, in the Eastern
tune in. Nile Locality, in the capital Khartoum,

In Dar El-Salaam Jebel Awlia, the situation The number of pupils in

is no less difficult than in Omdurman. The .

number of students ranges from 70-100 pupils. perlpheral areas schools

The too high number of pupils very much ranged from 70 to 100 per

above the classroom capacity leads to great
pressure on services and facilities such as the classroom.
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The Center sought to achieve its objectives through
training. A number of training courses were organized,
including:

1. Training courses in raising the awareness of journalists
and journalists and a number of local leaders in the
concept of gender and international conventions on
human rights and social responsibility of the media

2. Training courses in electoral education and political
participation of women (quota)

3. Training sessions on the concept of gender and radio
programs

4. Training courses on press coverage from a human
rights perspective

The Center also worked on preparing:

Training manual to promote human rights concepts in the
media

A training manual towards a more sensitive and socially
sensitive journalism

A documentary film about the experience of popular
correspondents

The Center is currently preparing a training manual for
public correspondents
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